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Forged in Revolution:
The Creation & History of the Episcopal Church

Sun., Jan. 7,14 & 28; Feb. 4 & 11 2018 at 9 AM in the Parish Hall

'FORGEDIN REVOLUTION

THE CREATION ¢ HISTORY OF
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

In the midst of Revolution, members of the Church of England in the Amer-
ican colonies were left with a choice: return to England or r find a new way
to worship. Join us at 9 AM on Sunday mornings for ‘Forged in Revolution,”

a five week study on the history of the Episcopal Church. Whether you're

a life-long Episcopalian or new to the church, there will be something for

everyone.

Jan 7 Prelude: English Reformation & Revolution
Jan 14  Act 1: Overseas and in the Wilderness
Jan28  Act 2: Forged in Revolution

Feb 4 Act 3: Rocky Start & Settlement

Feb 11  Postlude: Hopeful Future

SUNDAYS IN LENT
FEBRUARY 18 THRU MARCH 18
9 AM IN THE PARISH HALL

ITNES

Part One of the Three Part Series, Come and See

WALKING WITH JESUS
THROUGH HOLY WEEK

Feb. 18 The Triumphal Entry
Feb. 25 The Last Supper
March 4 The Garden

March 11 The Trial

March 18 The Crucifixion

The first of a three-part series, you are invited in this Lenten season on a journey
through Holy Week as a witness to the last week of Jesus Christ. Divided over five
weeks and taught by our rector, “Witness” will offer an in-depth, biblical look at
the important events of Holy Week, inviting attendees to walk next to Jesus, and to
stand as witness to this solemn event, from his entry into Jerusalem to his death on
the cross.

The next two series are: “Our Hearts Burned: Meeting the Risen Christ” and “Clothed with

Power: The Birth of Ekklesia.” They will continue through the end of May.




Resolution: More Death Cab

“This is the new year / and | don’t feel any different.”

Dear Holy Trinity,

“This is the new year / and I have
no resolutions.”

Last year at this time, I wrote my
second letter to Holy Trinity imag-
ining what this new call—this new
adventure—might bring. T remind-
ed everyone that it’s not our suc-
cessful completion of resolutions
that make us the people God wants
us to be. It’s not the boxes checked,
the things left done or undone. No,
its about our relationship to our
God-made-man Jesus Christ.

It seems right to circle back to this
idea—and the song “The New Year”
by Death Cab for Cutie from their
2003 album Transatlanticism—the
questions about what the new year,
new call, new move, new job, new
life might bring.

“This is the new year / and I don't
feel any different.” So sings Death
Cab’s front man Ben Gibbard in the
first line of the song.

Do you feel different? Good differ-
ent, bad different, or just different
different?

Just because we don't feel different
doesn’t mean we aren'’t different.

The world is a different place than
it was a year ago. We are different

i \
Death Cab for Cutie, (left to right) Jason McGerr, Ben Gibbard, Nick Harmer. Death Cab

M

takes its name from a song from the Beatles’ film the Magical Mystery Tour (1967).

FROM THE RECTOR

he Rev. Ben Maddison
Rector

people than we were a year ago.
We've had new experiences—good,
bad, and ugly—that will shape us for
years to come. We met new loved
ones and lost others. We've seen
new things start and old things end.

Although T still believe that judging
a year based on achievement is not
the best way to judge our time on
earth (I probably lean more towards
a “Seasons of Love” measurement
from Rent); it is a good time to stop
and reflect on the year that has
past.

For me, that year has been a whirl-
wind. Moving 1600 miles. Entering
a new role. Meeting and caring for
new people. Learning a new town
and new system. Making sure I
don’t mess up too spectacularly.
Mostly, I'm just flabbergasted that
it’s already been a year. It sees like
just yesterday.

As I reflect, I'm thankful for the
year that we had together. There
were things I could've done better.
There are things T could’'ve done
worse. But, all-in-all, it was a good
year.

If there’s one thing I learned from
the last year, it’s the importance of
relationships. Becoming your rec-
tor, being welcomed into your lives,
being with you through the best and
worst that life has to offer: it has
changed me in a profound way.

You have changed me in a profound
way. And for that, I am so grateful.
And so thankful that God called me
to this place with all of you.

So, as you reflect on the last year,

maybe you don't feel any different.
Maybe you didn’t make any resolu-
tions. Maybe you're overjoyed that
2017 is history. But here is some-
thing that I know for certain; even
if we don't feel different, we are
different.

We are different because we have
shared a year together, blended our
lives and loves together, and offered
them in faithful obedience to God.
God has worked in every second of
every minute of every hour of our
days. The whole of creation calls
us, pleading and begging with us to
remember that everything is differ-
ent, that everything changed 2000
years ago when God “became flesh
and dwelt among us” (John 1:14),

a “light shining in the darkness”
(John 1:5), the “lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29).

We are different because God has
spent another year reminding us of
the Good News of the Gospel—that
Jesus Christ came to be with us,

to call us out of sin and pain, and
invite us into a new world.

I'm thankful for 2017. I'm thankful
for the reminder of the Good News
of the Gospel.

And I know that this is the new
year, and even though I don't feel
any different, that everything is be-
ing brought to perfection by the one
at who's name every knee shall bow
and every tongue confess.

Happy New Year.

In Christ,
Lol —



ANNUAL
PARISH MEETING

JANUARY 21,2018

9:00 AM - JOINT SERVICE

10:30 AM - ANNUAL MEETING (UNDERCROFT)

In Review:; 2017

The 2018 Annual Meeting is upon us, but this time with something new: bylaws!

2018 ANNUAL MEETING

On January 21, 2018 we will hold our annual
parish meeting. According to the canons of the
Episcopal Church and the Diocese of New Jersey,
we are required to hold an annual meeting to (1)
present the budget to the congregation, (2) elect
new members to the vestry and representatives to
diocesan roles, and (3) reflect on the prior year of
ministry.

This year we will do something a bit different. We
will begin worshiping together at a combined ser-
vice at 9 AM. The service will be a mixture of both
Rite I and Rite II services, and will be a time to
worship, pray, and give thanks together. Following
the service, we will gather in the undercroft for
refreshments and for the 2018 Annual Meeting at
10:30 AM. The meeting should take about an hour
to an hour-and-a-half. Light food will be served. Tt
will include elections, presentation of the bud-
get, a presentation from our rector, and one more

piece that is special for 2018: passing of bylaws!

BYLAWS: WHAT FOR?

The canons of the Episcopal Church and the
Diocese of New Jersey recognize the relative
autonomy of self-sustaining parishes. To ensure
that those parishes operate appropriately and
(somewhat) uniformly, and in compliance with
all national and diocesan expectations, parishes
are required to have bylaws:governing documents

about the structure and running of the parish.
Typically, bylaws are written and approved prior
to the transition from mission to self-sustaining
parish.

For whatever reason, Holy Trinity has never had
officially bylaws (or, if they did, they have subse-
quently been lost by both the church and the Dio-
cese.) Our rector established a bylaws committee
to draft bylaws. They were presented to the vestry
at the November meeting, and were approved
within the first weeks of December. They are avail-
able for you to read and comment on here.

The final step is presentation, comment, and
approval of the bylaws by the congregation. At the
annual meeting, after the presentations by the
treasurer and rector, the bylaws will be presented
for comment and vote. Amendments offered by
the bylaws committee will be offered. Then a vote
will take place.

You are highly encouraged to “read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest” the proposed bylaws. If you
have comments, concerns, or suggested correc-
tions, please email our rector so he can address
the issues before the meeting.

Approving bylaws for Holy Trinity is a big and
important step in moving the church toward
accountability and transparency. It is also a big
symbolic step in owning our self-governance and
preparing for the future.We hope that you will be
a part of this momentous occasion in the life and
ministry of Holy Trinity.



Dear Holy Trinity Family,

Your effort is making a difference.

I must begin by thanking everyone who volun-
teered during our December 10-16 host week.
The warm and caring hearts at Holy Trinity
once again made a huge difference in the lives
of our neighbors.

Thank you also to Mother Ellen Rutherford
and Deacon Jim Gowland for stepping up to
help with the overnights.

Just like last year we had a wonderful Christ-
mas party for our guests on the last night of
their stay.

We (the kids) decorated the tree, ate cookies
and cakes, sipped eggnog, and had a visit from
Ol St. Nicholas. Then we all settled in with
some hot chocolate and watched “The Polar
Express”

Thank you so much to those who took time
out of their busy holiday schedules to buy,
wrap, and deliver a gift for our guests.

The parents and children were blown away by
your generosity. You gave a Christmas to those
who would not have had one otherwise. It
truly was a magical evening.

IHN WORKS

On Christmas Eve I got a text from Jennifer
and Barry, one of the families that stayed with
us. The Monday after their stay they signed a
lease for a new home for them and their two
boys. They wanted to come to Holy Trinity and
worship with us at the 11:00 PM service on
Christmas Eve. If you were there, they were
sitting up front with Meghan and me.

I also received a call from Alexis. Hopefully
some of you remember her and her son Joel
from last Christmas. She has been in a new
place since the spring. She wanted to (and
did) send me pictures of her Christmas tree
this year with her Holy Trinity ornament that
we gave her last year on it.

A Note from the
IHN Coordinator

Sean Garvin reflects on hosting
families during the holiday season.

Then on Christmas Day I received another text
from Tamika. She was also with us last Christ-
mas. She sent me pictures of her and the kids
decorating the tree and opening presents on
Christmas Day in their new home.

What an amazing gift .

A year later those families remembered what
a warm and loving experience they had at HT
while living through the most difficult time in
their lives.

You should be very proud of how you have car-
ried his cross into the world around you.

We should all be thankful to Almighty God
for giving us the opportunity and the means
to make such a difference in the lives of our
neighbors.

Family Promise works.

[ am truly humbled by the warm and caring
hearts of the parishioners of Holy Trinity.

Thank you,

Sean Garvin
IHN Coordinator at Holy Trinity

."'.>\

The Holy Trinity Ornament from the IHN Christmas Tree. Each
family'who stays with us over Christmas gets an ornament.



Auld Lang

Syne

Should old aquaintance be forgot? Some thoughts over four years.

This is a song we hear a lot at this
time of year. “Auld Lang Syne” can
be translated from the Scottish as
“days gone by” or “old times.” The
song poses the rhetorical ques-
tion: Is it right that old times be
forgotten? The chorus suggests
that, for kindness’ sake, we need
to remember old friendships.

In these last few weeks of my
4-year tenure as Holy Trinity’s

Sr. Warden, this traditional New
Year’s anthem has been running
through my head. It has been a
challenging period for us, filled
with loss, change, stress, change,
frustration, change.... and I
wouldn’t have missed any of it for
the world! The light has shined
through our darkness over and
over again. You, my dear friends,
have sustained our church
through all of its problems, by
continually finding, and helping
to sustain, the good things of Holy
Trinity. You never gave up: you
supported our church, and you
supported me as I endeavored to

keep the church functioning at the
level we needed and wanted. I am
so very grateful, and so very proud
of you.

So, as I come to the end of this
matrathon tenure, I would like

to thank you. You have been the
rock I leaned on, and the rock our
church built upon. Together we
sustained Holy Trinity until Ben
could come in and take the helm.
I continue to be proud of you as
you have embraced Ben and Ash-
ley, and worked with the changes
he has brought, and continued to
grow. You - the members of Holy
Trinity — are absolutely amazing!

We should not forget these last
few years. We learned from the
problems and the stress, and we
became better people, and a better
congregation, because of them.
We also have a much better under-
standing of the process, for when
we have to do it again, however
many years from now (“many”
being the hopeful operative).

Have you Considered Donating
Altar Flowers?

Most Sundays (except during Lent), flower arrangements flank the com-
munion table. These flowers are an offering to God as an act of thanks-
giving: an offering of beauty and fragrance for the creator, redeemer, and
sustainer of the world. The flowers are also offered with special intention
for the needs and thanksgiving of our community, including commemo-
rating birthdays, anniversaries, births, special events, and remembranc-
es. Also, you get to take the blessed flowers home to your family!

The vestry and altar guild have noticed that the quality of the altar flow-
ers has been declining, and we are in the process of looking for a new
florist. Tt is our intention to offer the first and best to God, and we want to
make sure the flower arrangements are showing that.

We also recognize that the quality of the flowers may be responsible

for the lack of volunteers to offer arrangements. We are hoping that in
changing the florist, members might be more willing to offer arrange-
ments. Furthermore, during Ordinary Time (the season after Pentecost),
we will only have flower arrangements if they have been donated, or if
there is a special event or occasion. Would you consider offering altar
flowers?

It is our hope that these changes might encourage more folks to donate
flowers for Sunday mornings. If you would like to do so, arrangements
are $30 and you can sign up on the Flower Calendar, next to the parish
hall. Thank you to everyone who already offers flowers for Sunday.

So I'thank you. I am not going
anywhere; I will simply pass the
warden’s reins onto your next
very capable stewards. I will still
see you in church, in the choir,
at lector team meetings, through
Christmas pageants....

There is a last verse to “Auld Lang
Syne,” which no one ever sings. It
goes:

And there’s a hand my trusty
friend!

And give me a hand o’ thine!

And we'll take a right good-
will draught,

for auld lang syne.

I will always have a draught
(drink), or lunch, or a conver-
sation with any and all of you!
Thank you, my dear friends!

Melissa Semmes-Thorne
Sr. Warden (for the last time)

Mrs. Melissa Semmes-Thorne
Senior Warden

FROM THE WARDENS

“From the Wardens” is a
monthly column from our
elected wardens. Typically, it
touches on important
information for the parish.



FROM THE WARDENS

Scripture of the Month

What’s in a name?

“From the Wardens”is a

As we move beyond Christmas
into the season of Epiphany, we
celebrate the revelation that Je-
sus is God incarnate. In Isaiah
chapter 9, we see the promise
of the coming Messiah. In
verse 6, we are given a list of
names that he will be called.
Our translation of choice, the
New Revised Standard Version,
reads as such:

For a child has been born
for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

Most translations agree on

make it a list of five, separating
Wonderful and Counselor as
two different names. The New
English translation, instead of
Wonderful Counselor, offers
“Extraordinary Strategist.” The
Orthodox Jewish translation,
instead of Everlasting Father,
gives us “Possessor of Eternity.”
The nuances among the trans-
lations can offer us additional
context to scripture. It’s often
a good idea when you're sitting
down to study, to have at least
two different translations to
compare, and with the internet,
the options for translations be-
come virtually limitless. Verses
that you've practically memo-
rized can become fresh again
with the nuance of a different

monthly column from our
elected wardens. Typically, it
touches on important
information for the parish.

Mr. Steve LoCastro, Jr.

the four names, though some

translation. Give it a try!

Junior Warden

Ministry Updates

News and important information for ministries important to you.

Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
ECW News

In the dead of winter, there’s a small lull in the
ECW'’s schedule, but monthly soup sales contin-
ue on the third Sunday of these winter months.
The next is scheduled for January 21 following
the 9 AM combined church service. No need to
fix lunch that day!

For most of the year, the women of Holy Trinity
are hard at work, but on one evening during the
year, we take time out to enjoy ourselves. This
means Dessert Night at the Telford Inn, which
follows a very brief (almost nonexistent) busi-
ness meeting in January. Please remember that
every woman who attends Holy Trinity is an
ECW member, and whose presence at the Tel-
ford will add to the festivities on the 8th, begin-
ning at 7:00. This is our gift to you!

WAWA COUPONS FUNDRAISER

Do you need a quick meal during this busy sea-
son? Are you looking for small gifts for friends?
Wawa coupons fit the bill. They are $4 each

for a shortie hoagie or a sandwich. See Jackie
Gould after the 8 AM service or Colleen Green
after the 10 AM service. Coupons will be avail-
able beginning Dec. 10.

RADA CUTLERY FUNDRAISER

ECW is hosting an ongoing fundraiser. Rada
Cutlery has a large selection of cutlery and
kitchen products made here in the USA. You
can place your order for items online and they
will be shipped directly to you. Place your or-
der now; these items make great holiday gifts!
Thank you for your support! The link to order is
https://radafundraising.com?rfsn=902805.1d802




journey through the book of

/4

Wednesdays
10:15 AM
Parish Hall

L. il

STUDY

Interested in the Bible but don't know where to start?
Looking to go deeper but scared to go on your own?
This is the class for you. Our rector, Ben Maddison, will
be teaching through the book of Genesis. We will dive
deeply into the words, history, and meaning of the text,
and we might also have a little fun! Join us-everyone is
welcome-Wednesdays at 10:15 AM.

WORSHIP

to everyone.

WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST
All Saints Chapel
11:30 AM

Join us Wednesdays at 11:30 AM for a service of Holy
Communion. This spoken service will be held in the
All Saints Chapel. The service is about 30 minutes and
includes a brief homily. The service is casual and open

The Rector’s Bible Study and Wednesday Eucharist return Wednesday, Jan. 10

at 10:15 AM and 11:30 AM, respectively.

Wednesdays at Holy Trinity

Study and worship that feeds the mind and soul.

HOLY EF STUDENT
TRINITY MINISTRY

WEEK

6-12 Grade | 6-8 PM | Parish Hall

Midweek Returns: January 10 & January 24

If you would like to get involved or would like more information,
contact Ben Maddison at rector@holytrinitywenonah.org.

HTSM: MIDWEEK
6 PM in the Parish Hall

Join the HTSM youth group
for MIDWEEK! Food. Fellow-
ship. Formation. Fun. It’s a
time to hang out, build friend-
ships, and talk about faith. It’s
a casual meeting with dinner
generously provided by vol-
unteers. It meets in the Parish
Hall from 6 to 8 PM.

HELP PROVIDE DINNER
FOR MIDWEEK

Help provide dinner for
hungry kids (8-12).

Click here and sign up!




Outreach Updates

Holy Trinity is a church that listens to God’s call to love our
neighbor and tries, with God’s help, to share that love with

those in need.

Kitchen of Hope (KOH) Pantry

KOH is a ministry of St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, Glassboro, NJ. KOH is an outreach
of love and compassion, providing food and
school supplies to families in need.

Holy Trinity serves with KOH on the second
Friday and Saturday of each month. The food
is delivered at 8:45 AM on Friday; then at 8 AM
Saturday, the bags are assembled and distrib-
uted to over 150 families.

KOH NEWS

Treasurer Jim McCarthy reported at the last
trustee meeting that profit for the basket
auction was just over $4,000. That represented

HELP GRADUATING FAMILIES

We will be celebrating our graduating fam-
ilies on Saturday January 20, 2018, 12 PM at
Trinity UMC in Mullica Hill (284 Cedar Rd,
08062). All are invited! We would love to put
together a laundry basket of “goodies” for
each of them for their new homes!

Items needed include:

Laundry baskets, bathroom towels, de-
tergent & cleaning supplies, dish towels,
flatware, cookware, and anything someone
needs to move into a new home!

If you plan on purchasing any items, please
go here and sign up:

http://www.signupgenius.com/qo
5080f48a4ac2fa2fd0-timel

a significant decline from the previous year,
largely due to lower attendance. Holy Trinity,
however, was well represented, and thanks go
to everyone that supported the event by do-
nating baskets or attending.

The Trustees voted to skip a year of fund-rais-
ing while it considers other future possibil-
ities. In the meantime, supporters can con-
tinue to make donations that can be used to
purchase food.

Upcoming Outreach
Opportunities

KOH January 12 & 13
IHN  March4-11

Q”O [nterfaith

\ HOSplIdllt}
/9 Nk ? Network’

Interfalth Hospitality
Network (IHN)

IHN is a national program that aids families
experiencing homelessness. If you would like
to get connected to ITHN, or find out ways you
can volunteer, email Sean Garvin at
ilvmaine@comcast.net. IHN will return four
weeks, as usual, the first week being:

March 4-11

We are always in need of Shop-Rite gift cards,
if you are looking for another way to help!
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...And walk in love, as Christ loved us
Ephesians 5:2 (RSV)

The theme for this year’s stewardship campaign received a
great response from the congregation. We are currently at:

+ 60 Pledges
+ Over $130,000
+ Few Pledges still outstanding

If you still need to fill out your pledge card, there are cards
available on the narthex table, or use our online form found
at holytrinitywenonah.org/2018-stewardship.

Thank you to everyone who already pledged for 2018. With

STEWARDSHIP your faithful support and giving, Holy Trinity will “walk in

love” in new and creative ways in the coming year.

2018 Be sure to attend the annual Parish Meeting on January 21,
2018. We will have one service at 9 AM and the meeting will
follow at 10:30 AM.

Stewardship &
Financial Updates

Faithful Christian service means open and transparent financial
accounting and contributing to the work and mission of the church.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FROM NOVEMBER 2017

Operational Operational YTD Totals
Checking ~ $25972.03
Gift Card S 1,904.43 Budgeted Actual Difference
$26,876.46 Income $141,266.23 $136,217.08 S 5,049.15
Expenses $148,870.14 $134,086.64 S 14.783.50
Non Operational Net Difference -S  7,603.91 § 2,130.44 -S 9,734.35
Memorial $3,979.80
$3,979.80 Total Assets $171,625.31

Total Liabilities -$ 43,000.00  (Mortgage)
Investments
DIT $140,769.05
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HOLY TRINITY

Episcopal Church

11 N. Monroe Ave, Wenonah, NJ 08090
www.holytrinitywenonah.org

(856) 468-0295

HOLY TRINITY’S STAFF

The Rev. Benjamin B. Maddison
Rector
rector@holytrinitywenonah.org

Lisa Carlamere
Parish Administrator
admin@holytrinitywenonah.org

Fran Szczepanski
Sexton

Margie MacWilliams
Director of Music

A PARISH OF THE
DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY

The Rt. Rev. William
“Chip” Stokes
Xl Bishop of New Jersey

Holy Trinity is a diverse community, proclaiming the
Good News of God'’s grace to everyone.

HOLY TRINITY’S VESTRY

Melissa Semmes-Throne
Senior Warden

Steve LoCastro, Jr.
Junior Warden

Mark Sienkiewicz
Treasurer

Corrin Sellen
Clerk

Tina Sheehan

Sean Rodwell-Simon
Gary Henderson
Susan Cassidy
Colleen Green

Alice Nowak

HOLY TRINITY’S SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Ritel | 9:00 AM Sunday School | 10:00 AM Choral Eucharist, Rite Il




